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able principle of need. The doctrine disseminated
by Fourier that nature, under proper direction, could
be taught to produce a superior race of men and
animals, was widely, if not explicitly, held by those
who had everything to gain by a social revolution and
nothing to lose by a comfortable dream.

In the general intellectual ferment watchwords
were coined which have done service in the currency
of Socialism for many generations : property is theft ;
to each according to his needs; rehabilitation;
emancipation; solidarity; scientific and industrial
organization. The literature of the movement was
neither learned nor profound, but it was full of large
and seductive ideas. The title of Louis Blanc's
famous treatise (< L'Organisation du Travail," was in
itself a programme for humanity. Reading it at a
distance of some seventy years we are struck with its
slightness and brevity. National workshops aided by
state capital, electing their own officers, paying equal
wages to their operatives, are gradually to eliminate
the individual producer. Competition is to disappear,
capitalism is to retreat before the superior type of these
democratic, co-operative, and State-aided groups.
That is all. There is no attempt to meet difficulties, to
push the argument home, or to support it on a basis of
economic knowledge. It is as flimsy a raft of dialectic
as any upon which a great mass of social appetite has
voyaged on the sea of politics. But in comparison
with most of the proposals of the day Blanc's pro-
gramme was precise and substantial, and, when the
Revolution of 1848 broke out, the idea of the National
Workshop was firmly lodged in the brains of the Paris
artisans.

A Socialist State might be governed by an hereditary
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